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How Your Congregation can get involved with Family Promise
     The Family Promise Network of San Gabriel Valley is one of over 198 regional network affiliates of interfaith communities across the United States.   Some of the newest networks have begun right here in Southern California over the last few years including Santa Clarita,  Orange County and Torrance.  The Resource Day Center is staffed with a Network Director  who assists the families in finding resources for housing, jobs and social services.   The congregations play a vital role in providing temporary housing and meals sharing the responsibilities hosting for one week four times a year.  Each day a driver takes the families to and from the Resource Center to the congregation hosting them overnight that week.
      There are many ways that faith based communities can support this local outreach in their own area to help families who have recently become homeless.  It is a “hands on” way of directly making a difference in the lives of families who need a “hand up” to support them while they get back on their feet.  Shelters are often full with waiting lists and families in public shelters can be potentially split up.   This is often traumatic for small children.   In these hard economic times more and more children are “on the streets”.   In San Gabriel Valley there are thousands identified in our schools with no home address!   You could help change this.  
Congregations may become a partner in the Network Affiliate in the following ways:     
1.   Host Congregations:   Provide hospitality with housing and meals for one week at a time four to five 

       times a year (quarterly).   This is the “heart” of the program providing volunteers and a facility where the 

       families have a place to stay overnight, a hot dinner served,  lunch fixings to make bag lunches for the 
       next day,  and a quick breakfast.   The families are brought to the congregation in the evening and picked 

       up in the morning to go to the  Resource Center in Rosemead.   This requires lots of volunteers  to help.
2.   Sponsor Congregations:  They “sponsor” the Family Promise Program and Network
       Hosting Congregations through prayer, educating their faith based community, and providing

       regular monthly financial support in their budget.  They commit to providing a volunteer coordinator  to 
       represent their congregation at meetings and a volunteer to serve on a Network committee.   They also will

       choose at least two other ways to mobilize efforts through community awareness presentations,
       fund raising events, or assist a host congregation to provide volunteers or resources for the needs of

       the hosting weeks. 
3.  Support Congregations:  Some congregations may wish to become involved as a “support”
      to the Family Promise Network’s Program.  They assist through prayer, educating the public and some 
      financial support.  They also choose at least one option to assist and advocate for Famly  by 
      encouraging other congregations to become involved, participate in fundraising events or provide 
      volunteers to serve in various capacities of their choosing.   
                       Individual volunteers and donations are also welcome! 
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